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Prepare for the two new question types

Summarize Group Discussion
(Updated test only)

Speaking

Respond to a Situation
(Updated test only)
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Summarize Group Discussion
(For the Updated Test)

Instructions

Practice prompt

® Youwilllistento a group discussion between 3 people.

Summarize Group Discussion

(® Youshould take notes while listening. You will hear three people having a
discussion. When you hear the

@ The topic willbe academic. .
beep, summarize the whole

(® Oncethelistening i§ over, you will have 2 minutes to discussion. You will have 10 seconds
speak and summarize the discussion. to prepare and 2 minutes to give
yourresponse.
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Summarize Group Discussion
transcript

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Hereis the transcript of a Summarize Group Discussion audio.
You will not see this when listening. You will hear the audio once.

Speaker 1: There are alot of challenges forus at university. It’s not just doing well in the courses; we have to be able to balance the
academic work with a personal life and also find time to join some extracurricular activities. | mean|don’t want my years at
university to be only studying and writing papers.

Speaker 2: | know. There’s just so much to do. I have to get to the lectures, do all the readings and assignments, complete several
projects and get ready for exams. | hardly have time to breathe.

Speaker 3: You know, it’s true. My biggest challenge since | started university is managing my time. | can’t seem to get myself
organized and | always feel stressed and exhausted and the worst thing is that | just seem to get organized and the termends and |
have to getused to a whole new schedule.

Speaker1: | agree. Thatis really difficult. Each course has its own schedule, deadlines and requirements. It’s so difficult to create a
consistent routine so | can allocate my time effectively and everything seems to take longer than | thought.

Speaker 2: The worst partis that | often procrastinate and put off tasks until the last minute. | think to myself, oh | have lots of time
forthat. | have awhole week beforeit’'s due. Then all of a sudden, the due dateisin two days and I’'mrushed and don’tdo avery
goodjob.

S1 =Speakerl, S2 = Speaker2,S3 = Speaker 3 Please continue transcript on following page.

Summarize Group Discussion
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Summarize Group Discussion
transcript

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Here is the transcript of a Summarize Group Discussion audio.
You will not see this when listening. You will hear the audio once.

Transcript (cont.)

Summarize Group Discussion

Speaker 3: That's happened to me so many times. The deadlines are weeks or months away and | have trouble with long-term
planning. It’s hard to plan so farahead but you have to oryou end up rushed. The problemis that you have to learn to multi-task and
|was neververy good at that. | like to finish one project and start on another. But that’simpossible when all the projects and essays
are due at the same time at the end of the term. You really have to be able to multi-task at university. You have to be able to jump
from one topic to anotherand one type of assignment to another.

Speaker1: Then, just when you think everything’s under control, the computer crashes!

Speaker 2: If | could manage my time better, | probably wouldn’t be so stressed and exhausted. I've never had to discipline myself
like this before. In high school, the teachers told youwhat to do and when to doit. If you just did what they said, you were fine. But

inuniversity, it’s up to you to prioritize what tasks are the mostimportant and should be done first. It seems | spend too much time
onlessimportant tasks because | like them or they are easier. Thenldon’t have time forthe more important ones.

Speaker 3: | guess not managing your time effectively means that you end up working more than you really need to and you feel
sotired and sort of burnt out. | think the university offers a seminar on time management. Maybe we should all go.

S1=Speakerl, S2 = Speaker 2,S3 = Speaker 3
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Summarize Group Discussion

Important Test Tips

Do

Take effective notes. Write the topic, mainideas, S1,
S2 and S3 and what they say (supporting details).

Start with a short summary of the listening.

Introduce mainideas from the conversation and add
supporting details.

Mention which speaker said which point.
Use linking words to connect topics.

Sayinyourresponse where speakers agree or
disagree orhold the same or different opinions.

®

®
®
®
®
®
®

Don’tjustlistin orderwho said what. Remember thisis
asummary.

Addinformationthatisincorrect (every few weeks,
she has awhole new schedule whenit says the term
ends and she needs to getused to awhole new
schedule).

Get speakers confused and say speaker 2 said
somethingwhenit was speaker].

Don’t try to mention every single point. Summarize
the main points.

Speak fortoo little time. You need to summarize the
entire audio.

Jump betweenideas without any flow or connection.

Introduce each topicinamechanical way (topic 1is,
topic 2is,topic 3...).
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Summarize Group Discussion

Effective notes - examplel

My notes:

7 3 students — time management problems at um

Ml Balance academc work, persondl and extra curncff/.ar
st - wants to experience more than just studying/writing

S2 -

Separate yournotesinto topic
(T), mainideas (Ml), who said

what and the supporting details.

This will help you organize your
response.

To therightisanexample. S1
means Speaker1,S2 means
Speaker2 and S3means
Speaker 3.

To theright are just some of the
notes. More notes are needed
onthe entire audio.

83 -

Mmt: Juggling college schedules and time

o7 - each course — own schedules, reqm‘rgments -
ditfreult to create @ consistent routine

82 - Juggling reading, assignments and projects -

63 - managing time — can 't get organized = feels stressed

Ml: Long-term planning
7 -

Summarize Group Discussion

.
62 - procrastindtes ¢ill the last minute. Due date creeps‘ up i” Wi
63 - similar struggle — can’t long-term plan. Must multi-task = - - -

=
=
=
=
=
=D
=
=D
[==m=)
=D
==
=
[e=mm)
=
=

PearsonTestof English(PTE)Academic ¢ PREPAREFORTHETWONEW QUESTIONTYPES | 7



Summarize Group Discussion

Effective notes - example 2

Make notes on each speaker as
you listen with the supporting
details. In your summary, you will
stillneed tointroduce the topic,
and then the mainideas with
supporting details.

=
=
=
=
=
=D
=
=D
[==m=)
=D
==
=
[e=mm)
=
=

Topic: challenges managing time at unt

speaker I

concerns about load

no consistency - complan
length

computer crash

speaker 2:

lectures, project, exam

no time!

procrastmate — deadline rush

also tired

discipline = different to high sch., comparison/autonomy

interest-driven

speaker 3

mang. time

stress/exhaustion

restarting school

agrees . ‘
long-term planning, multi-tasking - challenging
seminar? Tomo 2
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“The three speakerswere talking about the various challenges they
face at university especially withrespect to time management.

So, the first speakertalked about his concerns about his workload;
heseemedveryconcernedandsomewhatstressed. Hementioned
that he had no consistency in what he does. Ah, and he had a
particular concern about the length of the course and some of the
workload. He also mentioned something interesting, which was
around, ah, challenges with his computer crashing. That was kind of
said, ah, inrelationto, ah, his time managementissues.

The second speaker also talked about the number of lectures and
projects and exams that they have and said that they’re not very
good with time management as well, especially because of
procrastination. And this speaker mentioned that they have lots
of.. orthat they rush when there’s a deadline because they tend to
find themselves focusing on things that interest them rather than
things that areimportant. This person also mentioned anissue with
disciplineandmade acomparisonwithhighschoolwhere teachers
sort of tell you what to do, or provide your schedule, whereas at
university you have greater autonomy over what you're supposed
todo.

The third speaker agreed with much of what was said. Ah, and also
had an issue with procrastination - the same as speaker two. The
third speaker talked about time management issues and stress,
and also, ah, exhaustion - being tired. The third speaker talked
about, ah, long-term planning as key, and also multi-tasking as an
important attribute, but said that this is sort of challenging to, ah,
achieve. Inthe end, the third speaker mentioned something about
a seminar on time management and suggested they attend that
because it might help themout.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponseis clear, accurate, and demonstrates

full comprehension of the discussion by paraphrasing
the mainideasintheirownwords. They expand on the
details of each speaker’s contribution with specificity,
ensuring that the nuances of each perspective are
captured effectively. The ideas are well connected and
organizedin alogical sequence, with connective devices
used effectively and consistently to ensure the response
flows well and is easy to follow.
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Good sample answer

Answer B

“Thestudentsintheconversationagreethattheirbiggestchallenge
at university is managing their time. They feel overwhelmed by the
many tasks they have tocomplete, andwitheachnew termbringing
a different schedule, it’s difficult to stay organized. One student
mentions struggling to establish a consistent routine for tackling
his assignments, adding that technical issues, like computer
freezing make things even worse. He also talks about
procrastinating. The second student points out that self-discipline
is a challenge; in primary school, teachers told him what to do and
whentodoit, butnow, he has to figure outhow to prioritize tasks on
his own. The third students shares that long-term planning is a
major hurdle for her, and she finds it hard to juggle multiple tasks at
once, a skill she feels she’s not very good at. By the end of the
conversation, they all agree that attending the university’s time
management seminar could help them improve their ability to
manage theirwork more effectively.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

The response captures the mainideas of the discussion
and some details of each speaker’s contributions. There
are afewinaccurate ideas however, for example: this
response says, ‘Primary School’ instead of ‘High School’
and ‘computer freezing’ whenit should be ‘computer
crashing’.
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Average sample answer

Answer C

“These students say that their biggest challenge at university is
time management. They think there is so much to do and the
schedule keeps changing each term so it’s hard to get organized.
One studentsays he can’tfindaroutine to follow fordoing the work
and sometimes has computer problems too. Another student says
she also has trouble with long term planning and she thinks another
problemis that she has to multitask and she isn’t very good at that.
The other student says that he can’t discipline himself to do the
work and that he used to rely on his teachers to plan his work. Now
he hasto doit himself.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisresponse captures some ideas from the discussion
but it does not capture them fully accurately. The
response needs to differentiate betweenimportant
points and details.

Summarize Group Discussion
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerD

“The conversation spoke about studying and projects. Also
mentioned was getting organized, stress and new schedule.
Anotherinteresting point was putting off testsand routines. As well
as this, deadlines and long-term planning was mentioned. They
mentioned multi-tasking, computer crashing, discipline and
attending seminars. Thank you for listening to my summary of this
interesting group discussion task.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisresponseis very short and it does notinclude the
maininformation. The test takeris using sentence stems
andjust addingin key words. This response repeats
isolated words from the discussion and much of the
response is not relevant to the prompt.
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Respond to a Situation
(For the Updated Test)

Instructions

® Youwillread andlisten to a prompt giving you instructions for
the situation.

® Youcantake notes as you listen to the prompt but you have
limited time to do this.

@ After the audio ends, you willneed to respond to the situation
in 40 seconds.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation

Important Test Tips

Do

Speaklike you are talking to the person or
people - use the first person(l...)not the third
person(e.g., he).

Start with an opening depending onwho you are
talkingto(e.g., Hi..., Excuse me...).

Coverthe main points of the prompt without
missing out or changing any important
information.

Understand the formality and tone of the
situation. If you are talking to a colleague, friend
oryour professor, are you being assertive or
persuasive in what you are saying?

Use contractions (e.g., they’ll..., I'll...) becauseit’s
aspoken situation and you want to be fluent.

Use polite language effectively depending on
the context and the person/people you are
talking to.

®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®

Forget to mention all the key points from the prompt.

Change theinformation (e.g., if the prompt says by the end
of this week but you say Saturday, thisis a content error).

Just copy the words from the prompt.

Use limited expressions and repetitiontorespond to the
situation(e.g.,I'dlike...,I'dlike...,I'dlike...).

Pre-memorize an answer. This willnot cover the main points
from the situation and this will be scored very low.

Summarize the situation - thisis not a summarize task.

Be too politeif you have a strongrequest (e.g., would you
possibly...vslneed...). Choose therightlanguage forthe
right context to complete the task.

Give your opinion onwhetherthe taskisreasonable ornot,
or make suggestions on how the situation could be
improved/resolved or changed.
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Respond to a Situation -
Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“Hi everyone! I'm happy to create the slides for this presentation
we’re giving. Tobe successfulthough, I'llneedyouto eachsend me
all the information and content you’ve gathered for our group
project before this coming weekend so I'll have enough time to
complete the slides. Please send the information to my email by
end of day this Friday - does that work for everyone?”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis an excellent answer for the content. It covers the
maininformationincluding: 1) you are willing to design
the slides, 2) you need more information and 3) you need
thisinformation before this weekend. This means the
primary communication goal has been fully met. The test
taker has communicated with ease and theresponseis
fully developed. The response is polite, in the first person
and also has the correct tone (being persuasive and
strong enough) to request the slides.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Average sample answer

Answer B

“Hi everyone. So for this presentation, | can definitely create the
slides as long you each provide me with the information that | can
putinto the slides. Canyou make sure you send me the information
by Saturday latest?”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

This partially achieves the primary goal of the situation
because thereis one error with the response saying ‘by
Saturday’ - wheninfact the prompt says before the
weekend. The response could also be more persuasive
to achieve ahighermark - ‘Canyou. .. is overly polite
considering the importance of the request.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Needs improvement sample answer

Answer C

“Hello,lam doing agroup project formy class. |have beenaskedto
prepare slides for the presentation and  am willing to do the slides
but you need to give me all the information that you have before
this weekend. Thank you.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse copies the prompt too heavily and the test
taker has not changed the language to meet the primary
communication goal of the context. The test taker has
just changed the pronouns from the prompt (you for

[) and copied the information from the prompt. This
response would score very low for content.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerD

“The situation is about a person and that person is doing a group
project for class. They are doing some slides and they want all the
information from their teammates so they can do the slides. They
want the information before the weekend.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

The test taker does not understand the requirements
of the task and is summarizing the situation. No primary
communication goalis achieved because the test taker
is not responding to the situation. Thisresponse would
receive avery low score for content.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerE

“Thank you so much to explain the situation that | have in this
response. Inthistasklwillexplainthe situationatlengthand provide
some polite language torespond to the situation. | want to start by
saying that this response is about doing a group project for the
class. lwantto also say thatit’s about slides for a presentation and
it’s also about giving you all the information before the weekend.
Overallthe situationis very informative and interesting.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis avery pooranswer for this question. Thisis a pre-
memorised response with large chunks of language not
specific to the prompt.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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