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Introductionto
PTE Academic
Test Tips for
Speaking

Thisresource provides test tips foranyone
preparing for the Speaking section of Pearson
Test of English (PTE) Academic.

You canuse the information to help develop
useful strategies to answer the seven question
typesin this section.

The test tips are presentedinthe orderin
whichthey appearin the test.

You canuse the PTE Academic Question Bank
or Guided Practice Tests in conjunction with
thisresource for even more practice.
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Advice for speaking

Z N
A /| )))

Speak atanormal pace
and volume asif talkingon
the phone. Thereisno
need to shout or whisper.

Make sure the microphone
is placed to the side of
yourface and afew
centimeters away from
your mouth.

-+0Odon't
¢  know

R

If youdon'tknow an
answer, try to provide a
response as bestasyou
can, orsay ‘I don'tknow”
and move on to the next
question.
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Read Aloud

Instructions

® Thetext length of the prompt will be up to 60 words.

® Youwillhave 30-40 seconds to look at the prompt and prepare.

() Youwillhave 30-40 seconds to read the prompt aloud.

Speaking

Practice prompt

Robots are typically built with
inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range
of motionis limited. However,
engineers have developed a new
generation of softrobots based on
animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft
tissue which gives many creatures
flexibility and mobility, engineers
have designed soft robots that can
move in ways theirrigid robot
counterparts cannot.
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Read Aloud

Important Test Tips

Do

Use the preparation time effectively. Practice reading the text ® Skip orreplace any words. Each
quietly orinyourhead. replacement, omission, orinsertion of a
word counts as one error.

Inyour preparationtime, identify any tricky orlong words and say

theminyourhead afew times to get used to the pronunciation. ® Only say the sentencesyou are

confident with. You need to say all the
Emphasize key syllables in the important text. Each sentence will words.
have words with syllables that are more important than others
(these are called stressed syllables). Emphasize these syllables by ® Slow down just tofillthe time. It’s ok to
using greater stress (making these syllables sound higher, louder finish before the timer gets to zero.
andlonger, e.g., engineers).

® Repeat words or show a lot of hesitation

Use natural pronunciation and speak at a natural speed. as this will affect your score.

Pay attention to punctuation. Whenreading use appropriate
pausing withinand between sentences whenyoucometoa
comma or full stop.

Say allthe words in the text/prompt.

Finish speaking before the recording progress barreaches the end.
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Read Aloud -

Speaking

Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“Robots are typically built with inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range of motion is limited. However,
engineers have developed a new generation of soft robots based
on animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft tissue which gives many
creatures flexibility and mobility, engineers have designed soft
robots that can move in ways their rigid robot counterparts

cannot.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis an excellent answer for content for Read Aloud. All
the words from the prompt are included in the response
meaning the test taker receives the maximum mark for
content for this question. The test taker has notinserted
extrawords and there are no replacement words.

Practice prompt

Robots are typically built with
inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range
of motionis limited. However,
engineers have developed a new
generation of softrobots based on
animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft
tissue which gives many creatures
flexibility and mobility, engineers
have designed soft robots that can
move in ways theirrigid robot
counterparts cannot.
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Read Aloud -
Good sample answer

Answer B

“Robots are typically built with inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range of motion is limited. However,
engineers have developed a new generation of robots based on
animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft tissue which gives many
creatures flexibility and mobility, engineers have designed soft
robots thatcanmovein...”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis agood answer for content. The test taker has
mentioned most of the words from the prompt. The
test taker missed the word ‘soft’ before robots and also
missed the final 6 words. There are no inserted words or
replacements.

Practice prompt

Robots are typically built with
inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range
of motionis limited. However,
engineers have developed a new
generation of softrobots based on
animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft
tissue which gives many creatures
flexibility and mobility, engineers
have designed soft robots that can
move in ways theirrigid robot
counterparts cannot.

PearsonTest of English(PTE)Academic e TESTTIPS - SPEAKING | 7

Speaking



Read Aloud -

Speaking

Needs improvement sample answer

Answer C

“Robots are typically built with inflexible materials, like metal . . .
that can move in ways theirrigid robot counterparts cannot.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

This answer needs significantimprovement for content.

The test taker has only said the first and final lines of the
prompt, meaning they have only mentioned 22 of the
60 words in this prompt. This score will be very low. This
test taker should try toread all the words in the prompt
instead of skipping words.

Practice prompt

Robots are typically built with
inflexible materials, like metal. This
means their adaptability and range
of motionis limited. However,
engineers have developed a new
generation of softrobots based on
animal anatomy. Inspired by the soft
tissue which gives many creatures
flexibility and mobility, engineers
have designed soft robots that can
move in ways theirrigid robot
counterparts cannot.
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Repeat Sentence

Instructions

®) Youwillhearasentence.
® Thenthe microphone will open.

® Youwillneedtorepeat the sentence you heard.

Practice prompt

Renewable resources provide only a
small proportion of the world’s
energy requirements.

Pearson Test of English(PTE)Academic o TESTTIPS-SPEAKING | 9
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Repeat Sentence

Important Test Tips

Do

Listen carefully. Make sure you pay attention to every
word on therecording.

Do yourbest to repeat all the words you hear. Your
content score depends on how many words from the
audioyourepeat.

Speak atanormal volume. Speaking too quietly may
mean that your voice cannot be understood.
Speaking tooloudly canlead to therecording being
distorted.

Practice this questiontoimprove your short-term
memory and your ability toremember English words
inanorder.

®

®

P® ®

Take notes because you have alimited amount of
time. If note-taking works for you then write down
only keywords or the firstinitial of each word.

Worry about copying the speaker’s accent. Itis not
necessary to copy the accent of the speakersinthe
recordings.

Rush. Speaking too quickly willreduce your score, as
you willnot be speaking with natural fluency.

Correctyourself or start again if you make a mistake.

Addinphrases or sentences whichwere notin
the audio.
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Repeat Sentence

Listen to the phrasing of the
sentence asitisread aloud

You willbe scored on the correct word sequences that
you produce for this question type, so the more parts of
the sentence you understand, the better your
reproduction willbe. Forexample, there are three
phrasesinthe sentence below, separated by /, and each
one carries a separate message that hasits own meaning.
If you listen for meaningful phrasesin the sentence, you
will have a better chance of repeating what you hear
accurately.

Next week’s tutorial / on Tuesday /
hasbeencanceled.

Speaking

Copy the stress and intonation
patterns of the sentence you hear

Make a mental note of the way the speaker says the
sentences, i.e. theiruse stress and intonation. These
patterns help to convey the meaning. Speak calmly and
clearly, copying this stress and intonation. Remember,
you do not need to copy the accent of the speaker.

I’m going to attend the briefing @
for students (1).
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Repeat Sentence -

Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“Renewable resources provide only a small proportion of the
world’s energy requirements.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis an excellent answer for the content for Repeat
Sentence. All the words from the audio response are
repeated, meaning the test takerreceives the maximum
mark for content for this question. The test taker has
notinserted extrawords and there are no replacement
words.

Practice prompt

Renewable resources provide only a
small proportion of the world’s

energy requirements.
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Repeat Sentence -
Good sample answer

Answer B

“Renewable resources provide only a small proportion of the
world’s energy.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis agood answer for the content for Repeat
Sentence. Allwordsinthe audioresponse are repeated
apart fromthe finalword - ‘requirements’. Allthe words
areinthe correct sequence, however because of the
final missing word, the test taker does not receive the full
content score.

Practice prompt

Renewable resources provide only a
small proportion of the world’s
energy requirements.
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Repeat Sentence -

Needs improvement sample answer

Answer C

“Resources errr provide small of energy”.

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

This answer for content requires improvement. The
answer has the words in the correct sequence but only
5 of the 12 words from the audio response. The content
score for this answeris low.

Practice prompt

Renewable resources provide only a
small proportion of the world’s
energy requirements.

PearsonTestof English(PTE) Academic e
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Describe Image

Instructions

® Youwillsee animage.
® Thiswillmost likely be a graph, table or pie chart.

® Youwillhave 25 seconds to study the image
and 40 seconds to speak.

® Youwillneedto describe the image.

Practice image

Reading habitsin the city of Winstone, by average hours per week.
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Describe Image

Organize your answer - option 1l

By organizing what you say, it will be easier to tell the story of theimage.
You should organize your answer to cover the maininformation, any IMPORTANT NOTE:
important additional details, and any conclusions. Yourresponse should always be an original

thatis directly relevant to the image.
Sampleresponse

INTRODUCTION

MAIN POINTS

OTHERDETAILS

CONCLUSION

response created on test day. It should use
your own words and only refer to information

“The table shows the reading habits in Winstone, measured in hours perweek. The datais
categorized by type of reading material—social media, books, newspapers, and blogs—and
dividedinto three groups: students, working professionals, and retired adults.”

“The data shows that books are most popular with retired adults, who read them for 8 hours
perweek. Students spend the most time on social media, at 7 hours per week, while working
professionals have a mixed preference but spend the most time onbooks, at 4 hours per
week.”

“Newspapers have the lowest reading time across all groups, ranging from1to 2 hours per
week for students, working professionals, and retired adults.”

“Overall, books are the most popular reading format across all groups, followed by social
media, while newspapers and blogs are least popular.”

PearsonTest of English(PTE)Academic o TESTTIPS-SPEAKING | 16
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Describe Image

Organize your answer - option 2

By organizing what you say, it will be easier to tell the story of theimage.
You should organize your answer to cover the maininformation, any IMPORTANT NOTE:
important additional details, and any conclusions. Yourresponse should always be an original

thatis directly relevant to the image.
Sampleresponse

INTRODUCTION

KEY FEATURES

MOST SIGNIFICANT
FEATURE AND
CONCLUSION

response created on test day. It should use
your own words and only refer to information

“The table presents the reading habits in Winstone, showing the weekly time spent on social
media, books, newspapers, and blogs by students, working professionals, and retired
adults.”

“Books are most popularamong retired adults, with 8 hours per week, and least popular
among students, with 3 hours. Social mediais most read by students, at 7 hours per week,
and least read by working professionals, at 2 hours. Blogs and newspapers are read for about
1-2 hours per week across all groups.”

“The most significant feature is that books are the most popular reading material across all
three groups, followed by social media. Blogs and newspapers are less commonly read.”

PearsonTest of English(PTE) Academic  TESTTIPS-SPEAKING | 17

Speaking



Describe Image

Important Test Tips

Do

Use your preparation time before the recording
starts toidentify the key trends and the most
significant trend.

Include the type of imageinyourresponse (e.g., bar
chart, pie chart, line graph...)

Make sure you speak for 30-40 seconds. You are
unlikely to mention the key featuresin 20 seconds or
less.

Use numbers from the image inyour spokenresponse.

Compare the dataintheimage - whichis the highest/
lowest number or has anything changed over the
period?

Be specific withnumbers, e.g., 257 minutes - not
around 250 minutes.

Use avariety of vocabulary and expressions - do not
justrepeat the same words many times (e.g., sightings).

® Use memorized responses or templated sentences.
E.g., Theimage s of a beautiful graph and shows
various information. If you use pre-memorized
content, you are likely to geta score of O foryour
content. If your content scoreis O, fluency and
pronunciation will not be scored, so your overall score
willbe O forthe task.

Try to mention every feature. You need to identify the
key featuresintheimage and you only have 40
seconds to speak so you can’t mention every feature.

Spendtoo muchtime describing the labels.

Addyour own opinion when speaking. You should
only describe elements you canseeintheimage.

® O® &

Include inaccurate details, forexample books for
retired adultsis 5 hours perweek whenit’s actually
8 hours perweek.
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Describe Image -

Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“The bar chart shows the sightings of dolphins and whales, in a bay,
across the years 2017-2020. The data covers 4 years in total. We
can see straightaway that the sightings of dolphins is actually
increasing - from 203 to 513 across the four years. Whereas the
sightings for whales has fluctuated, so it was 522 in 2017, then then
the number decreased drastically to 253 and a further drop to 247
in 2019. In 2020, we saw a massive increase in sightings of whales
to 707 (an increase of around 450 sightings). It seems that the
sightings of these animals hasincreased overthe period with 2020
being the year where there were the most sightings for both of
these mammals.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisisanexcellent response for content. Theresponse
describes theimage fully and accurately and a variety
of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately
with ease and precision. Alistener could build a mental
picture of the image from the response too.

Number of sightings

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay

800
700 -
600 —

522
500 - [

400 - ‘
300 - ‘
200 203

100

409

253 247

211[—‘ ]

T

2017

2018 2019
Year

707

B Dolphins
I Whales
513

2020
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Describe Image -

Excellent sample answer

AnswerB

“The bar chart shows the number of sightings of dolphins and
whales, in a bay from 2017-2020. There are 2 bars per year. An
orange barforwhales and ablue barfordolphins. Forwhales, there
were 522 sightings in 2017 (the second highest) but this then
dropped to 253in 2018, 247 in 2019 (the lowest) before increasing
dramatically to 707 sightingsin 2020. For dolphins, there were 203
sightingsin2017,211in 2018 and then a significantrisein2019t0 409
sightings and to 513 in 2020. In 3 of the 4 years, there are more
whales sightings than dolphins with 2019 being the exception.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis anexcellent response for content. Theresponse
describes the image fully and accurately and a variety
of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately
with ease and precision. Alistener could build a mental
picture of the image from the response too.

Number of sightings

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay

800

700 -

600 —

500 -

400

300

200

2017

707
B Dolphins
I Whales

2018 2019 2020

Year
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Describe Image -
Good sample answer

Answer C

“So this graph shows us the sightings of dolphins and whales in the
bay. Soinforexample, 2017,522 whales were seenwhereasin 2018,
253 whales were seen. However, in 2019 it was the opposite, there
were more sightings of dolphins. And thenin 2020 we can see that
there were more sightings of whales again, witharound 700 whales
being seen and only 500 dolphins being seen. More whales were
sighted than dolphinsin 3 of the 4 years.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse describes the main features of the image
accurately and identifies some relationships without
expanding on thesein detail. The range of linguistic
expression and vocabulary is sufficient but there is some
repetition (sightings or sighted is mentioned four times).
The listener could build an accurate mental picture from
the response but minor details are missing.

Number of sightings

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay
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Describe Image -
Average sample answer

AnswerD

“So this graph describes sightings of dolphins and whales on the
firstyear. On 2017 had a lot more whales, almost twice the amount
2018 less less whale, same amount of dolphins. On the year after
that we saw an increase in the number of dolphins. The whales
stayedthesame andin2020 therewasaverylargeincreaseinboth
the sightings of dolphins and whales.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponseincludes some accurate simple
descriptions and basic relationships but does not cover
allthe main features of theimage. Therange of linguistic
expressions and vocabulary is sufficient to give basic
descriptions. Alistener could build a basic mental
picture fromtheresponse.

Number of sightings

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay
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707
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Describe Image -

Needs improvement sample answer

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay

AnswerE

‘It shows anincreasing amount of spotting of dolphins throughout
the the last years and the spottings of whales also.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponseincludes minimal, superficial descriptions
of theimage. Vocabulary is limited and simple
expressions dominate the response. Alistener could
visualise some elements of the image from the response
with effort.
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Describe Image - Needs significant

improvement sample answer

AnswerF

“This is a very informative and interesting picture. It shows 2017, it
shows 2018, it shows 2019 and 2020. It shows number of sightings.
It shows sightings of dolphins. It shows dolphins. It shows whales. It
showsthatthe dataisincreasinganddecreasingtodifferentlevels.
That is the end of my task describing an image. Thank you very
much forlistening to me”.

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse is composed of disconnected elements
oralist of pointsidentified on the image without
description. Vocabulary and expressions are highly
restricted. Alistener would struggle to visualise the
image.

Number of sightings

Sightings of dolphins and whales in the bay
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Retell Lecture

Instructions

®) Youwilllisten to an audio from an
academic lecture.

You will need to take notes as you listen
tothelecture.

®
() Afterthe audio ends, you have 10 seconds
before the microphone opens.

®

Retellthe lecturein 40 seconds.

You will hear a lecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10 seconds, please speakinto
the microphone andretell what you have just heard from the lecture in your own words.
You will have 40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Volume /

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture tips

Be prepared

Whenit comes to practicing Retell Lecture, the tips below will help you to be prepared and ready to retell the lecture
as soon as the microphone opens.

Practice tips

1 Have your pen and erasable notepad ready for this question.

As soon as the listening begins start making notes about what you hear in the lecture.

2 Don’t just focus on single words, try to write phrases and make connections between the ideas.
3 Make notes that are clear foryou to read.
A Once the microphone opens, start retelling what you heard in the lecture. Focus on the key elements from

the lecture and try to speak for 40 seconds as you can mention more points.
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What to include in your response?

Key areas

Speaking

Whenretelling the lecture, strong answers include the topic, the key
points, characters, actions, show connections between these points IMPORTANT NOTE:

and make a conclusion at the end.

Look athow these areas are includedin the sample response below:

Sampleresponse

TOPIC

KEY POINTS

CHARACTERS
AND ACTIONS

CONCLUSIONS
AND RELATIONSHIPS

Your response should always be an original
response created on test day. It should use
your own words and summarise the lecture
usingrelevant language.

“The talk was about a scientific process of making new recipes. So for chefs making cookery
books ormaking recipes for other chefs.”

“They said attention to detail is really important and that chefs normally use a test kitchen
where every single stepisrecorded.

“Everything needs to be carefully and precisely measured out as they go through these steps
to make arecipe. Once, they’'ve done it - they’ve checked everything many times like the
ingredients. Then they trial the recipe, it’s trialled by someone else. Normally a competent
cook, not necessarily achef. And then that competent cook gives feedback oninstructions.”

“Chefs said they don’tlike creating recipes like this because they are not spontaneous.”
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Retell Lecture tips

Important Test Tips
Do

Take notes as you listen. Write down key words

® Use memorized responses ortemplated sentences (e.g.,

and phrasesinaway that you can easily read.
Use punctuationsuchas -, =, &, +, arrows and
bullet points to show connections between
yourideas.

Talk about the key points but also characters,
actions, aspects andrelationships between the
information.

Try to speak forup to 40 seconds. The longer
you speak, the more chance you have of
covering the contentrequirements for this
question.

Uselinkingwords (e.g., so, then) andrelative
clauses (e.g., which, who, that) to connect your
ideas and show relationships betweenthem.

Use avariety of expressions and vocabulary to
retell the lecture.

Retell the mainideas fromthe lecture but
expand onthem with detail.

®@® ® ® &

thereis aninformative picture on the screen). If thereis a
‘significant amount’ of pre-memorized content (like the
previous sentence), a score of O willbe given and fluency and
pronunciation will not be scored.

Just mention key words from the lecture (e.g., recipe, food,
cook)inadisconnected way. You need to describe
characters, aspects, actions, and theirrelationships.

Try to mention everything the lecture mentioned. Thisis not
possible asthe lectureislongerthan the 40 seconds you have
toretellthe lecture.

Addinfillerwords which do not connect to the lecture.
(e.g.,Thatis my answer to this question and final conclusions
have been mentioned).

Use mechanical linking words which do not connect
sentences effectively (e.g., moreover, in addition, to add).

Include inaccurate information which was not heardin the
lecture.
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Retell Lecture sample

-

~N
You will hear a lecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10 seconds, please speak into the
microphone andretell what you have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will
have 40 seconds to give the response.
) ‘jj'_
E o Status: Playing
|
Volume ) '
mn
Recorded Answer
Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.
J
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Retell Lecture
transcript

Transcript

In today’s lecture we’ll consider another scientific process. That is
the creation of new recipes. If a chef is aiming to produce a
collection of recipes for a cookery book, or devising a recipe that
needs to be followed carefully by other chefs, attention to detail is
essential. Many chefs have a test kitchen, which is more like a
laboratory than a kitchen. During the test procedure, everything is
carefully recorded and each ingredient must be precisely
measured. The process or method will need to be repeated many
times to ensure aspects such as the balance of ingredients,
cooking temperature and cooking times are correct. After the
recipe has been developedin the test kitchen, itis thenlikely to be
trialled by someone who is a competent cook, but not a chef, in
theirhome kitchen. This person will then give feedback to the chef
on issues such as the outcome of the recipe and whether the
instructions are easy to follow. Many chefs don’t enjoy the process
ofdevelopingrecipesastheysaytheyareunabletobespontaneous
and creative while workingin the test kitchen.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Thisis atranscript of the listening. In the actual
question, you will not see the transcript. You will
hear the audio once.

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Volume /

Recorded Answer

Current Status

Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture -

Speaking

Excellent sample answer

Answer A

In this lecture, the scientific process of creating new recipes was
examined. Chefs aiming to produce recipes for a cookery book or
for other chefs must pay meticulous attention to detail. They often
use a test kitchen, similar to a laboratory, where each ingredient is
precisely measured, and the procedure is carefully documented.
This method is repeated multiple times to ensure the accuracy
of ingredient balance, cooking temperature, and times. Once
developed, therecipeistestedbyacompetentcookathome, who
provides feedback on the outcome and clarity of instructions.
Many chefs find this process challenging as it restricts their
spontaneity and creativity.

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse s clear, accurate and demonstrates full
comprehension of the lecture by paraphrasing the
mainideas seamlessly into their own words. A variety

of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately
with ease and precision. Theideasintheresponse are
well connected and organizedin alogical sequence. The
response flows well and is easy to follow.

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Recorded Answer

Current Status

Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture -

Speaking

Good sample answer

AnswerB

“Whenchefswantto develop arecipe, theydoitinaspecialkitchen
that works more like a lab, where they try to reproduce the same
recipeoverandover,lookingforthe exact same outcome of flavour
and whatever. So after they they produce a recipe, usually though
they go test it with someone whoisn’'t a chef but just a good cook
and then those people can give some feedback about the recipe.
Chefsusually don’tlike the process of thelab recipe thing because
they can’tbe as creative or spontaneous.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse captures some mainideas of the lecture
and some details. The range of expressions and
vocabulary is sufficient to give basic descriptions. The
ideasinthe answer are not well connected with the
overall response requiring some effort to follow.

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture -

Speaking

Average sample answer

Answer C

“Chefs need to create a new recipe, they often do that process
like laboratory investigation. So they develop the the recipe very
carefully and record all the aspects such as quantities of
ingredients, cooking time or or temperature. In addition to this,
they may repeat the that process many times in order to produce
the that recipe and so that other people can do that process.
Because after that, the that recipe is tested by staff of the kitchen.
Andyes, that’s all!”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse captures some ideas from the lecture
but not fully accurately. The answerincludesirrelevant
information (“And yes, that’s all!”). The range of
vocabulary is narrow and the response mainly consists
of unconnectedideas.

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture - Needs Improvement

sample answer

AnswerD

“So this is about the process of chef creating your recipe. So they
basically have to repeat the process many different times to
perfectit until it can be given to everyone to try out the recipe. So
it’'salmostandthenbeforetheyputouttherecipe,there’ssomeone
who tries it and it gives feedback. So it’s almost like a scientific
experimentratherthanjust cooking.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse captures some ideas from the lecture but
withinaccuracies. The vocabulary s limited and simple
expressions dominate. Theresponse lacks coherence
andis difficult to follow.

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Recorded Answer

Current Status:
Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Retell Lecture - Needs Improvement

sample answer

AnswerE

“Chefs and how they create new recipes was the main topic of
the lecture. Cookery books and attention to detail was told. Test
kitchens and laboratories was discussed. Test procedures and
cooking time was also mentioned. Trialled and home kitchen was
also highlighted. Feedback and outcome was also given. To
conclude, the lecture was very informative.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse repeatsisolated words and phrases from
the lecture. Theresponse does not provide adequate
context ormeaning. Vocabulary and expressions are
highly restricted and there is no coherence among
points.

Speaking

Practice question

You will hear alecture. After listening to the lecture, in 10
seconds, please speak into the microphone and retell what you
have just heard from the lecture in your own words. You will have
40 seconds to give the response.

Status:  Playing

Recorded Answer

Current Status

Beginning in 51 seconds.
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Answer Short Question

DO not try to give a |Ong answer Thereisno pointinsaying more than you need to say. Marks are

awarded for a short, accurate answer. There are no extra marks for
Theinstructions for this question type tell you how to answer additional words so simply provide the one response. Once you have
the question. provided your answer, you can move on to the next question.

Forexample, forthe below question, both of the answers would score
the same marks.

Example instructions

You will hear a question. Please give a simple and short
answer. Oftenjust one orafew wordsis enough.

‘What do you call a person who e Winner

comes first |r;’a race or e Awinneris aperson who comes firstin
competition: arace or competition.
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Answer Short Question

Important Test Tips

Do

Start speaking straight after the questionis finished.

Guessifyouare not sure. The answeris likely tobe a
noun or an adjective. Thereis no penalty for saying
somethingincorrect.

Listen carefully to the question.

Keep answers short. Itis not necessary or helpful to
give long answers to the questions - usually just a few
wordsis enough.

®
®
®
®

Take notes. Thereis no time for note-takingin this
question type.

Speaktoo quietly, loudly, or slowly. Your answer must
be clear for the system to recognize your voice.

Think too much about your answer. The microphone
closes after detecting three seconds of silence.

Skip this question. It’'sworth having a guess.
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Summarize Group Discussion
(For the Updated Test)

Instructions Practice prompt

® Youwilllistento a group discussion between 3 people.

(® Youshould take notes while listening. You will hear three people having a
discussion. When you hear the

beep, summarize the whole

® The topic willbe academic.

(® Oncethelistening i§ over, you will have 2 minutesto discussion. You will have 10 seconds
speak and summarize the discussion. to prepare and 2 minutes to give
yourresponse.
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Speaking

Summarize Group Discussion
transcript

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Hereis the transcript of a Summarize Group Discussion audio.
You will not see thisinyour actual test. You will hear the audio once.

Speaker 1: There are alot of challenges forus at university. It’s not just doing well in the courses; we have to be able to balance the
academic work with a personal life and also find time to join some extracurricular activities. | mean|don’t want my years at
university to be only studying and writing papers.

Speaker 2: | know. There’s just so much to do. I have to get to the lectures, do all the readings and assignments, complete several
projects and get ready for exams. | hardly have time to breathe.

Speaker 3: You know it’s true. My biggest challenge since | started university is managing my time. | can’t seem to get myself
organized and | always feel stressed and exhausted and the worst thing is that | just seem to get organized and the termends and |
have to getused to a whole new schedule.

Speaker1: | agree. Thatis really difficult. Each course has its own schedule, deadlines and requirements. It’s so difficult to create a
consistent routine so | can allocate my time effectively and everything seems to take longer than | thought.

Speaker 2: The worst partis that | often procrastinate and put off tasks until the last minute. | think to myself, oh | have lots of time
forthat. | have awhole week beforeit’'s due. Then all of a sudden, the due dateisin two days and I’'mrushed and don’tdo avery
goodjob.

S1 =Speakerl, S2 = Speaker2,S3 = Speaker 3 Please continue transcript on following page.
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Summarize Group Discussion
transcript

Speaking

IMPORTANT NOTE:
Here is the transcript of a Summarize Group Discussion audio.
You will not see this in your actual test. You will hear the audio once.

Transcript (cont.)

Speaker 3: That's happened to me so many times. The deadlines are weeks or months away and | have trouble with long-term
planning. It’s hard to plan so farahead but you have to oryou end up rushed. The problemis that you have to learn to multi-task and
|was neververy good at that. | like to finish one project and start on another. But that’simpossible when all the projects and essays
are due at the same time at the end of the term. You really have to be able to multi-task at university. You have to be able to jump
from one topic to anotherand one type of assignment to another.

Speaker1: Then, just when you think everything’s under control, the computer crashes!

Speaker 2: If | could manage my time better, | probably wouldn’t be so stressed and exhausted. I've never had to discipline myself
like this before. In high school, the teachers told youwhat to do and when to doit. If you just did what they said, you were fine. But

inuniversity, it’s up to you to prioritize what tasks are the mostimportant and should be done first. It seems | spend too much time
onlessimportant tasks because | like them or they are easier. Thenldon’t have time forthe more important ones.

Speaker 3: | guess not managing your time effectively means that you end up working more than you really need to and you feel
sotired and sort of burnt out. | think the university offers a seminar on time management. Maybe we should all go.

S1=Speakerl, S2 = Speaker 2,S3 = Speaker 3
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Summarize Group Discussion

Important Test Tips

Do

Take effective notes. Write the topic, mainideas, S1,
S2 and S3 and what they say (supporting details).

Start with a short summary of the listening.

Introduce mainideas from the conversation and add
supporting details.

Mention which speaker said which point.
Use linking words to connect topics.

Sayinyourresponse where speakers agree or
disagree orhold the same or different opinions.

®

®
®
®
®
®
®

Don’tjustlistin orderwho said what. Remember thisis
asummary.

Addinformationthatisincorrect (every few weeks,
she has awhole new schedule whenit says the term
ends and she needs to getused to awhole new
schedule).

Get speakers confused and say speaker 2 said
somethingwhenit was speaker].

Don’t try to mention every single point. Summarize
the main points.

Speak fortoo little time. You need to summarize the
entire audio.

Jump betweenideas without any flow or connection.

Introduce each topicinamechanical way (topic 1is,
topic 2is,topic 3...).
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Summarize Group Discussion

Effective notes - examplel

Separgte your notesinto topic
(T), mainideas (Ml), who said

what and the supporting details.

This will help you organize your
response.

To therightisanexample. S1
means Speaker1,S2 means
Speaker2 and S3means
Speaker 3.

To theright are just some of the
notes. More notes are needed
onthe entire audio.

=
=
=
=
=
=D
=
=D
[==m=)
=D
==
=
[e=mm)
=
=

Speaking

My notes:

7 3 students — time management problems at unt

Ml Balance academc work, persondl and extra curriculdr
o7 - wants to experience more than Just studying/writing
82 -

83 -

Mmt: Juggling college schedules and time

o7 - each course — own schedules, requirements =
ditfreult to create @ consistent routine

82 - Juggling reading, assignments and projects -
63 - managing time — can 't get organized = feels stressed

Ml: Long-term planning

s’ -

62 - procrastindtes ¢ill the last minute. Due date creeps up on hm.
63 - similar struggle — can’t long-term plan. Must multi-task = - - -

P )
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Summarize Group Discussion

Effective notes - example 2

Make notes on each speaker as
you listen with the supporting
details. In your summary, you will
stillneed tointroduce the topic
and then the mainideas with |
supporting details.

=
=
=
=
=
=D
=
=D
[==m=)
=D
==
=
[e=mm)
=
=

Topic: challenges managing time at unt

speaker I

concerns about load

no consistency - complan
length

computer crash

speaker 2:

lectures, project, exam

no time!

procrastinate = deadline rush

also tired

discipling = ditferent to high sch.; comparison/autonomy
interest-driven

speaker 3

mang. time

stress/exhaustion

restarting school

agrees

long-term planning, multi-tasking - challenging
seminar? Tomo?
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“The three speakerswere talking about the various challenges they
face at university especially withrespect to time management.

So, the first speakertalked about his concerns about his workload;
heseemedveryconcernedandsomewhatstressed. Hementioned
that he had no consistency in what he does. Ah, and he had a
particular concern about the length of the course and some of the
workload. He also mentioned something interesting, which was
around, ah, challenges with his computer crashing. That was kind of
said, ah, inrelationto, ah, his time managementissues.

The second speaker also talked about the number of lectures and
projects and exams that they have and said that they’re not very
good with time management as well, especially because of
procrastination. And this speaker mentioned that they have lots
of.. orthat they rush when there’s a deadline because they tend to
find themselves focusing on things that interest them rather than
things that areimportant. This person also mentioned anissue with
disciplineandmade acomparisonwithhighschoolwhere teachers
sort of tell you what to do, or provide your schedule, whereas at
university you have greater autonomy over what you're supposed
todo.

The third speaker agreed with much of what was said. Ah, and also
had an issue with procrastination - the same as speaker two. The
third speaker talked about time management issues and stress,
and also, ah, exhaustion - being tired. The third speaker talked
about, ah, long-term planning as key, and also multi-tasking as an
important attribute, but said that this is sort of challenging to, ah,
achieve. Inthe end, the third speaker mentioned something about
a seminar on time management and suggested they attend that
because it might help themout.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponseis clear, accurate, and demonstrates

full comprehension of the discussion by paraphrasing
the mainideasintheirownwords. They expand on the
details of each speaker’s contribution with specificity,
ensuring that the nuances of each perspective are
captured effectively. The ideas are well connected and
organizedin alogical sequence, with connective devices
used effectively and consistently to ensure the response
flows well and is easy to follow.
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Good sample answer

Answer B

“The students in the conversation agree that their biggest
challenge at university is managing their time. They feel
overwhelmed by the many tasks they have to complete, and with
each new term bringing a different schedule, it’s difficult to stay
organized. One student mentions struggling to establish a
consistent routine for tackling his assignments, adding that
technical issues, like computer freezing make things even worse.
He also talks about procrastinating. The second student points
out that self-discipline is a challenge; in primary school, teachers
told himwhat to do and when to doit, but now, he has to figure out
how to prioritize tasks on his own. The third students shares that
long-term planning is a major hurdle for her, and she finds it hard
to juggle multiple tasks at once, a skill she feels she’s not very
good at. By the end of the conversation, they all agree that
attending the university’s time management seminar could help
them improve their ability to manage theirwork more effectively.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

The response captures the mainideas of the discussion
and some details of each speaker’s contributions. There
are afewinaccurate ideas however, for example: this
response says, ‘Primary School’ instead of ‘High School’
and ‘computer freezing’ whenit should be ‘computer
crashing’.
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Average sample answer

Answer C

“These students say that their biggest challenge at university is
time management. They think there is so much to do and the
schedule keeps changing each term so it’s hard to get organized.
One studentsays he can’tfindaroutine to follow fordoing the work
and sometimes has computer problems too. Another student says
she also has trouble with long term planning and she thinks another
problemis that she has to multitask and she isn’t very good at that.
The other student says that he can’t discipline himself to do the
work and that he used to rely on his teachers to plan his work. Now
he hasto doit himself.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisresponse captures some ideas from the discussion
but it does not capture them fully accurately. The
response needs to differentiate betweenimportant

points and details.
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Summarize Group Discussion -
Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerD

“The conversation spoke about studying and projects. Also
mentioned was getting organized, stress and new schedule.
Anotherinteresting point was putting off testsand routines. As well
as this, deadlines and long-term planning was mentioned. They
mentioned multi-tasking, computer crashing, discipline and
attending seminars. Thank you for listening to my summary of this
interesting group discussion task.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisresponseis very short and it does notinclude the
maininformation. The test takeris using sentence stems
andjust addingin key words. This response repeats
isolated words from the discussion and much of the
response is not relevant to the prompt.
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Respond to a Situation
(For the Updated Test)

Instructions

® Youwillread andlisten to a prompt giving you instructions for
the situation.

® Youcantake notes as you listen to the prompt but you have
limited time to do this.

@ After the audio ends, you willneed to respond to the situation
in 40 seconds.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?

PearsonTest of English(PTE)Academic e TESTTIPS-SPEAKING | 48

Speaking



Respond to a Situation

Important Test Tips

Do

Speaklike you are talking to the person or
people - use the first person(l...)not the third
person(e.g., he).

Start with an opening depending onwho you are
talkingto(e.g., Hi..., Excuse me...).

Coverthe main points of the prompt without
missing out or changing any important
information.

Understand the formality and tone of the
situation. If you are talking to a colleague, friend
oryour professor, Are you being assertive or
persuasive in what you are saying?

Use contractions (e.g., they’ll..., I'll...) becauseit’s
aspoken situation and you want to be fluent.

Use polite language effectively depending on
the context and the person/people you are
talking to.

®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®

Forget to mention all the key points from the prompt.

Change theinformation (e.g., if the prompt says by the end
of this week but you say Saturday, thisis a content error).

Just copy the words from the prompt.

Use limited expressions and repetitiontorespond to the
situation(e.g.,I'dlike...,I'dlike...,I'dlike...).

Pre-memorize an answer. This willnot cover the main points
from the situation and this will be scored very low.

Summarize the situation - thisis not a summarize task.

Be too politeif you have a strongrequest (e.g., would you
possibly...vslneed...). Choose therightlanguage forthe
right context to complete the task.

Give your opinion onwhetherthe taskisreasonable ornot,
or make suggestions on how the situation could be
improved/resolved or changed.
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Respond to a Situation -

Speaking

Excellent sample answer

Answer A

“Hi everyone! I'm happy to create the slides for this presentation
we’re giving. Tobe successfulthough, I'llneedyouto eachsend me
all the information and content you’ve gathered for our group
project before this coming weekend so I'll have enough time to
complete the slides. Please send the information to my email by

end of day this Friday - does that work for everyone?”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis an excellent answer for the content. It covers the
maininformationincluding: 1) you are willing to design
the slides, 2) you need more information and 3) you need
thisinformation before this weekend. This means the
primary communication goal has been fully met. The test
taker has communicated with ease and theresponseis
fully developed. The response is polite, in the first person
and also has the correct tone (being persuasive and
strong enough) to request the slides.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Average sample answer

Answer B

“Hi everyone. So for this presentation, | can definitely create the
slides as long you each provide me with the information that | can
putinto the slides. Canyou make sure you send me the information

by Saturday latest?”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

This partially achieves the primary goal of the situation
because thereis one error with the response saying ‘by
Saturday’ - wheninfact the prompt says before the
weekend. The response could also be more persuasive
to achieve ahighermark - ‘Canyou. .. is overly polite
considering the importance of the request.

Speaking

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?

PearsonTest of English(PTE) Academic o TESTTIPS-SPEAKING | 5]



Respond to a Situation -

Speaking

Needs improvement sample answer

Answer C

“Hello,lam doing agroup project formy class. |have beenaskedto
prepare slides for the presentation and  am willing to do the slides
but you need to give me all the information that you have before

this weekend. Thank you.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Theresponse copies the prompt too heavily and the test
taker has not changed the language to meet the primary
communication goal of the context. The test taker has
just changed the pronouns from the prompt (you for

[) and copied the information from the prompt. This
response would score very low for content.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -

Speaking

Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerD

“The situation is about a person and that person is doing a group
project for class. They are doing some slides and they want all the
information from their teammates so they can do the slides. They

want theinformation before the weekend.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

The test taker does not understand the requirements
of the task and is summarizing the situation. No primary
communication goalis achieved because the test taker
is not responding to the situation. Thisresponse would
receive avery low score for content.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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Respond to a Situation -
Needs improvement sample answer

AnswerE

“Thank you so much to explain the situation that | have in this
response. Inthistasklwillexplainthe situationatlengthand provide
some polite language torespond to the situation. | want to start by
saying that this response is about doing a group project for the
class. lwantto also say thatit’s about slides for a presentation and
it’s also about giving you all the information before the weekend.
Overallthe situationis very informative and interesting.”

ANSWER EXPLANATION:

Thisis avery pooranswer for this question. Thisis a pre-
memorised response with large chunks of language not
specific to the prompt.

Practice prompt

You are doing a group project fora
class. The other members of your
group have asked you to prepare
the slides for the presentation. You
are willing to do the slides but need
them to give you all the information
that you have to include before the
weekend. What would you say to
them?
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